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Love of truth is an essential constituent both of right char- 
acter and of true scholarship. The man who does not possess it 
may have many attractive qualities, and may pos- 

ovt 0f sess much knowledge ; but he is neither a good 

Truth: Its 

Diverse Forms man nor a rea ^ scholar. But love of truth ex- 
presses itself in many forms, and unfortunately so 
unsymmetrically are most men developed that it is rare to find a 
character in which the love of truth attains symmetrical all-sided 
expression. With the man of affairs it will manifest itself in 
scrupulous avoidance of all misrepresentation and in punctilious 
fulfilment of all promises, while at the same time the scholar's 
laborious care in determining and stating an obscure fact in Geol- 
ogy, History, or Grammar may seem to him little less than pedan- 
try. On the other hand the investigator, patiently devoting 
days and nights to the search for a fact of science, and satisfied 
with nothing less than the exact truth, may scarcely recognize the 
fact that the earnestness and steadfastness with which an utterly 
unlearned laborer endeavors to conform his life to certain high 
ideals is an endeavor to express moral truth in action that exhib- 
its the love of truth in a form not to be surpassed for nobility by 
any achievement of scholarship. 
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But never perhaps does diversity of the forms in which devo- 
tion to truth expresses itself take on so much the appearance of 
Loyalty to Truth rea ' diversity ot nature as when loyalty to truth 
Already Known already known confronts zeal for the truth still to be 
Apparently discovered. Yet both are but variant types of the 
o tile o same attitude of mind and element of character. 
Loyalty to truth already known is the conservative, zeal for new 
truth is the progressive virtue ; but virtue, let it be observed, in 
both cases ; for as surely as love of truth is itself a virtue, so 
sure is it that both forms of it are such. It is loyalty to the old 
truth that gives steadiness and steadfastness to the intellectual 
character of the individual and to the intellectual life of a church 
or community. Raised to its highest power it produces the mar- 
tyr that sheds his blood rather than drop a letter from the con- 
fession of his faith. Existing in the ordinary form that belongs 
to times of peace it leads men to hold fast that which is good, 
to challenge the new opinions to show cause why they should be 
accepted, and saves them from drifting hither and thither with 
every wind of doctrine and current of opinion. Some goodly 
measure of it is indispensable to every man who aspires either to 
keep the path of truth himself or to guide the steps of others. 

But zeal for the truth that is yet unknown — how should 

either the individual or the world make any progress without it ? 

Devoid of it what should men do but simply remain 

Zeal for Truth anchored to their present state of knowledge or of 
as yet Undis- . ., , . Ti - ,. 

ignorance as the case may be r It is so obvious as 

to be a mere truism that every step of the wonder- 
ful course of modern science, whether in the physical, psycho- 
logical, or theological realm, has been taken under the inspiration 
and spur of zeal for truth not yet known. It cannot indeed be 
claimed that this motive pure and unmixed has swayed the minds 
of all scientific investigators. Sordid motives of gain and fame 
have played no doubt a large part, but even these have been com- 
pelled to transmute themselves for the time being into a zeal for 
new truth in order to accomplish the wonderful results that have 
been reached. And who can claim that love of old truth has 
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never been mixed with sordid fear and love of power ? And who 
can fail to see that zeal for new truth — either just discovered or 
not yet found — has had its noble martyrs too ? And who can 
maintain that in itself love of the old truth is any nobler or 
purer than zeal for the new and the unknown. 



Why then do these two virtues — or rather these two forms of 
one virtue — so often confront one another with drawn swords ? 
Today in this country men are to a greater or less 

this Hostility 



extent dividing themselves into hostile camps, one 



with the motto, " Stand by the old truth," the other 
inscribing on its banner, "There's more truth yet to be learned." 
This is no new phenomenon. It has been so again and again ; 
it is vain to hope that it will not be so yet once more. Yet per- 
haps if we could discover something of the reason for this divid- 
ing of the kingdom against itself, it might soften for us some- 
what the sharpness of the conflict, and save us the spilling of 
blood that might be spent to better purpose. 

Doubtless it is in part a matter of temperament and educa- 
tion and environment. The practical man, who is moved by the 
concrete and the objective, cannot be stirred much by zeal for a 
thing so intangible as truth still unknown. He pours all the 
passion of his devotion to truth into the defense of the known. 
The very suggestion that there is truth not yet known, at least in 
the sphere of morals and religion, is disturbing to him, and the 
man who makes the suggestion is to him a disturbing and dan- 
gerous element. Other men are idealists. Their imagination is 
quickened, their blood stirred by visions dim and glorious — the 
dimmer the more glorious — of truths still to be found out. The 
great treasures inherited from the past move them not half so 
much as the possibility of an addition, ever so slight, to that 
store. The ninety and nine things the world already knows, these 
seem to them of less value than the one thing it does not know. 

But it must be admitted that devotion to old truth some- 
times degenerates without the consciousness of the devotee into 
love of the old simply. And zeal for new truth is transmuted 
into fondness for new things, whether they be really, true or 
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only seem so. This is but to say that the zealous lover of truth 
sometimes falls from grace, and becomes a partisan. 



But if these things are true, do they not themselves suggest 
how the evils of this division of the kingdom of truth against 
itself are to be mitigated and, as far as possible, 
this Evil corrected. First. It is not wise to be greatly alarmed 

or greatly angered by those who happen to be capa- 
ble of but one form of the love of truth, even though that form 
be the opposite of that which we possess. If we are one-sided 
in one direction there is need of men who are one-sided in the 
other, to balance us ; we ought, then, rather to rejoice that 
our lack of symmetry is corrected somewhat by that of others. 
Second. As far as possible we ought to cultivate love of truth 
in both its forms — fidelity to the old, zealous search for the 
undiscovered. If there are many who by temperament and edu- 
cation are certain to cultivate but one form, this makes it but the 
more desirable that there should be as many as possible who 
exhibit both in well balanced symmetry. Third. Above all we 
ought to guard against losing the essential elements of our enthu- 
siasm, and becoming mere partisans of the old or champions of 
the new. Let it be truth for which we are zealous, truth for its 
own sake and truth as truth, not the old for sloth's sake nor 
the new for curiosity's sake. 



